
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

of the 24th Annual General Meeting of the 

St. Joseph’s Institution Old Boys’ Association 

held at St. Joseph’s Institution   

on 22nd March 2019, 7 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Joseph’s Institution Old Boys’ Association 



 

 

There was a quorum at 7 pm.  Hence, the Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) started at 7 pm.  
The AGM commenced with an Opening Prayer led by Gerard Nah.  This was followed by the 
singing of the School Rally.  Gerard Nah assumed the Chair. 

 

Present: 

Executive Committee Members: 

GERARD NAH  - President 

BERNARD YEO - Vice-President 

LIONEL TAN  - Honorary Secretary 

SIMON SEOW - Honorary Treasurer 

BENEDICT CHANG - Membership 

CARY CHAN  - Social Media / Activities 

JOSEPH OWYONG - IT and Social Mission 

KELVIN HOON - Sports Activities 

 

Absent with Apologies: 

ANTONY LIM  - Liturgical 

JEREMY NETTO - Career Talks 

 

 

1. RECEIPT AND ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 23RD AGM 
 

• The minutes of the previous 23rd AGM was reviewed and accepted without 
amendments.  This was proposed by Gerard Hooi and seconded by Gerard Nah. 

 

2. RECEIPT AND ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT 2018 
 

• The Annual Report for 2018 was presented by the various Exco Members as 
follows: 

 



 

 

“What it means to be a Josephian” – reported by Gerard Nah standing in for Jeremy 
Netto 

 

• Gerard Nah reported that the OBA organized a one-hour interactive session for 
the first period of the day.  Old boys were invited to come back to the school to 
speak with the students to instill in the boys a sense of the heritage of the school.  
It should be noted that there are now fewer students from one of the La Sallian 
schools.  It was encouraging to see some young recent graduates from SJI who 
had just finished National Service or were going to University volunteer to come 
back.  Gerard Nah gave the example of a graduate Odette Yiu, after only being 
at SJI for 2 years coming back to speak to the students.  This year, we paired an 
older volunteer with a younger volunteer old boy to speak to the classes, so as to 
give different perspectives. 

  

“Josephians at Large” - reported by Gerard Nah standing in for Jeremy Netto 

 

• Gerard Nah reported that in September 2018, this program was organized for the 
Secondary 3 cohort and also for the Pre-University cohort.   The old boys from 
various professions like doctors, lawyers, engineers, entrepreneurs were invited 
back to the school to speak to the students on various aspects of their career.   

• Gerard Nah mentioned that the owner of Ervin’s’ Salted Eggs was one of them.  
There was also Anthony Wong, a well-known restaurateur.  The various 
speakers gave a good insight into their profession, how to get in and the 
challenges faced.  They also got a chance to mingle with the students and 
answer their questions. 

 

Ortega Cup - reported by Kelvin Hoon  

 

• Kelvin Hoon reported on the Ortega Cup challenge.  This was a traditional 
football event organized with the Old Rafflesian Association.  This was the 12th 
edition.  There were 3 teams competing, namely (a) the under 16s (b) the under 
40s and (c) the over 40s.  The side which had 2 or more winning team would 
retain the Ortega Cup. The visiting team would have the advantage.  This year 
the matches were played at RI.   

• Kelvin Hoon was happy to report that SJI retained the Ortega Cup.  This was due 
to the SJI under 16 team winning by a margin of 3-1.  The under 40s and over 
40s drew their games at 0-0.  Kelvin commented that the matches were very 
exciting and expressed his thanks to all those who participated.   

 



 

 

Band of Brothers - reported by Kelvin Hoon  

 

• The Band of Brothers was a musical event held at the school where alumni from 
the school were invited to form bands and come back to the school to perform.  
In total, we had 5 bands spanning over many batches of Josephians.  There was 
one band with 3 students and a teacher guitarist performing. The bands 
competed and votes were tallied for the most popular bands.  The audience 
could purchase ping pong balls at S$1 each and the band with the most ping-
pong balls would be considered the winner.  The money raised was in support of 
the Mission trip to Phnom Penh at the end of the year.   

• There were also food stalls manned by students and stalls selling items.  All this 
added to the festivity of the event and allowed students and old boys with their 
families to come back to the school for a fun day. 

 

 

Sports Fiesta – reported by Kelvin Hoon 

• The Sports Fiesta was a slightly less ambitious event from the previous year 
where we held the Great Sports Extravaganza.  This time we had 3 events, 
namely 5 a-side football, 5 a-side Basketball and the Badminton doubles.  As 
there was rain on the day, the football matches could not proceed.  
Nevertheless, the basketball and badminton matches went ahead with the 
winning teams walking away with prizes worth S$200. 

 

La Sallian Cup – reported by Kelvin Hoon 

• The La Sallian Cup competition was last held over 10 years ago. This was a 
traditional football match between SJI and St Patrick’s with a similar format to 
the Ortega Cup.  The SJIOBA and the Patrician Society decided to revive this 
competition. The SJI Under-16 won by 1-0.  For the Over-16, St Patrick won by 
1-0 and for the alumni event, SJI won on penalties.  This was a great event to 
foster the one family spirit and Kelvin Hoon recommended that we should hold 
this event more regularly.  

 

Founder’ Day dinner – report by Cary Chan 

• Cary reported on the Founder’s Day dinner held at SAFRA Toa Payoh.  The 
Founder’s Day dinner was an event to get all the 7 La Sallian schools to come 
together and celebrate as one family.  It will be held on 31 April of each year.   

• The baton will be passed to each school to plan and host the event.  This time it 
was hosted by the Patrician society.  Gerard thanked the Presidents of the La 
Salle School and the Anthonians who were present at the AGM for supporting 



 

 

the Founder’s Day dinner.  Gerard also commented that it was at the Founder’s 
Day dinner that the idea of resurrecting the La Sallian Cup football matches 
came about.  

SJI Tour @ SAM 2018 – reported by Simon Seow 

• Simon Seow reported that the idea of the tour arose because of news that the 
Singapore Arts Museum (SAM) which was the location of SJI at Bras Basah 
Road would be undergoing renovation and will be closed to the public for the 
next 3 years.  Hence, it was felt that it would be beneficial to have a tour of the 
premises for old boys.  This tour was organized by Josephians for fellow 
Josephians.  The tour would allow Josephians to visit the place before it was 
open to the public for other tours.  It was heartening to see many old boys 
bringing their families to show them the place they used to study at.  Many former 
teachers also met with their former students during the tour.   

• Many government agencies were involved including the URA, National Heritage 
Board and the Singapore Art Museum.  The tours were held over 2 nights with a 
total of 4 tours.  The tours were all fully booked.  It was gratifying that many 
young graduates of SJI volunteered to conduct the tours.  Simon Seow paid 
special tribute to 3 former teachers who volunteered, Mr. Foo Chee Cheng, Mr. 
Brendan Heng and Mr. Tang Wing Kee.   There were many positive comments 
left by the visitors of the tour. 

 

Josephian Family Mission Trip 2018 – reported by Gerard Nah 

• The Josephian Family Mission was into its 4th year.  About 38 persons went for 
the mission trip to Phnom Penh, Cambodia.  Previously, this was held together 
with ACTS and the mission group went up with them in the past. However, last 
year, it was decided to do our own mission trip.  ACTS go to take care of schools 
run by the Salesian Sisters and it was decided that our mission group would go 
to support a La Salle school. 

• Gerard reported that the group taught the children English and taught them 
through stories from the Bible.  There were also science lessons involving the 
mixing of colours.   

• One of our recent graduates from Cambodia, Dolphie Bou, who was on a 
scholarship with the school joined as an interpreter and assisted greatly.  Another 
volunteer, Nicholas Mowe, went up with his wife and 2 boys and painted colourful 
murals for the school. 

• The takeaway was that for the 7 days spent day, it was really fruitful and 
hopefully lead all to carry on with their own mission in life. Gerard Nah greatly 
encouraged all to join the future mission trips. 

 

3. REPORT ON MEMBERSHIP 
 



 

 

• Benedict Chang gave a report on the current membership of the SJIOBA.  For 
2018, there were a total of 9,730 members.  This was made up of 2038 Life 
Members, 98 Ordinary Members and 7,548 Associate Members. 

• For 2018, there were a total of 386 new members made up of 13 new Life 
Members, 2 new Ordinary Members and 371 new Associate Members. 

• The SJIOBA was present at 3 reunion dinners to promote to the Associate 
members and encouraged them to join up as Life Members. 

 

4. RECEIPT AND ADOPTION OF ANNUAL BALANCE SHEET, STATEMENT OF 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DEC 2018 
 

• Simon Seow reported on the Annual Accounts. 
• Overall, the financial performance was positive.  There was a 122% increase in 

revenue from the previous year.  This was due to the Founder’s Day event 
organized by Cary Chan and Benedict Chang.  There was also a 4.4% reduction 
in Operating Expenses.  

• Moving ahead the operating model will continue with revenue coming in from 
membership collection and activities.  Simon encouraged all old boys who may 
have any idea for activities that can reach out to all the members to put forward 
their ideas.  We could leverage off our network and reach among old boys to 
carry out such activities. 

• Kelvin Hoon mentioned that one new benefit to be accorded to members would 
be the booking of the school’s sports facilities from 5 March 2019. This is a 
privilege extended to members of the SJIOBA, where members can book the 
soccer field, tennis court and the indoor sports hall at a very good rate compared 
to outside facilities.   

• Victor Olsen asked if the Secretarial Expenses of S$14,840 could be carried by 
the school.  He mentioned that previously the school bore this expense.  He was 
concerned that with increasing expenses and looking at the projection there may 
not be a good revenue stream to support the various activities.  Hence, he 
requested if we could ask the school to bear this expense. 

• Bernard Yeo replied that as a volunteer society, we need a dedicated secretariat 
to assist in the work.  Other alumni societies without a dedicated staff found 
difficulties in managing their societies. 

• Gerard Nah commented that as an independent school, the school also has its 
financial constraints.  The amount of S$14,840 is our contribution of S$1,000 a 
month and some additional amounts for bonus, with the school bearing the rest.  
The Secretariat is doing a tremendous amount of work for the SJIOBA.  Also, if 
the amount is fully paid by the school, then the SJIOBA will have less 
management control.   

• Nevertheless, Gerard Nah will try to speak with Father Danker on this point. 
• Richard Tan (1974) asked to look at the objectives of the SJIOBA.  From the 

many events organized by the SJIOBA, what are the benefits given to the school 
or its members. 



 

 

• Gerard Nah replied that when he first joined the SJIOBA Exco, the feeling on the 
ground was that every time the SJIOBA approached its members, it was to ask 
for money or to raise funds either for the school or the SJIOBA.  Hence, in his 
time in office, he has tried to make the SJIOBA more about its members and 
more member centric.  The aim is to bring value to the members.  We will try to 
find new revenue streams and continue to add value to our members.  

• Simon Seow said that there is great potential for SJIOBA to get its members to 
do more things together, either in business or social work.  It should not be profit 
seeking but we will need to find activities that can raise some funds.  The 
objective is to look for meaningful activities that can better build up the fraternity. 

• The adoption of the Accounts was then passed, with Gerard Hooi proposing and 
Victor Olsen seconding.  

 

5. ELECTION OF EXCO MEMBERS AND AUDITORS 
 

• There was the election of the 13th Executive Committee Members for the SJIOBA 
for the term March 2019 to March 2021. 

• The seats were uncontested and the following are the members of the 13th 
Executive Committee: 

 

o Gerard Nah  – President 
o Simon Seow  – Vice-President 
o Benedict Chang – Honorary Secretary 
o Eugene Penefort – Honorary Treasurer 
o Anthony Lim  – Exco Member 
o Benjamin Mah  – Exco Member 
o Cary Chan  – Exco Member 
o Lionel Tan  – Exco Member 
o Jason Lee  – Exco member 
o Nicholas Fang  – Exco member 

 

• The Honorary Auditors for the next term will be: 
 

o Low Jeng Tek 
o Bernard Yeo 

 

6. PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION 
 

• Benedict Chang explained that there is a need to streamline the present 
membership categories so that the benefits and entitlement of the different 
categories of members are clearer. At the moment, there are Ordinary Members 



 

 

who have not paid their remainder of the membership fees.  It is a difficult 
exercise to keep the list, send out invoices and have to constantly send chasers 
to these members every year.   

• At the moment, all the graduates from the school become Associate Members.  
There are currently 7,548 Associate members but it is difficult to reach out to 
them to persuade them to convert to become Life Members. 

• By right every graduate from the school should be a Life Member, with full voting 
rights, able to move resolutions and able to participate in all activities of the 
SJIOBA.  The graduates were made Associate Members as a temporary position 
while they are still studying and not yet working.  The difficulty is persuading 
these Associate Members to convert to become Life Members once they are 
gainfully employed. There are difficulties contacting them and some have not 
updated their particulars. Nevertheless, it is important to ensure continuity of the 
SJIOBA that such Associate Members do become Life Members. 

• The proposal is to have 5 categories of membership, namely (1) Honorary 
Members (2) Life Members (3) Associate Members (4) Junior Members (5) 
Ordinary Associate Members. 

• The 2 new categories are the Junior Members and the Ordinary Associate 
Members 

• Benedict Chang explained that all graduating students will be Junior Members for 
10 years.  The membership fee for Junior Members would be S$20.  They will be 
entitled to take part in SJIOBA activities but cannot vote or move resolutions.  
The Junior Membership will last for 10 years until the student reaches the age of 
28 years.  When they turn 29 years old, they will no longer be Junior Members 
and will be invited to convert their membership to become Life Members. 

• Gerard Nah further explained that the Junior Members can convert to Life 
Members at any time.  However, it was thought that when they graduate at 18 
years old, it is appropriate that when they come back for their 10 years 
anniversary dinner, by then they would be working and have the means to 
convert to become Life Members. 

• Benedict Chang explained the introduction of Ordinary Associate membership.  
The original Associate membership was meant for individuals who did not 
graduate from one of the Josephian schools but were made members due to 
their valuable contribution.  The new Ordinary Associate membership would 
differentiate and would then be for members who have not converted to be Life 
Members. 

• With these changes, it would be administratively easier to manage and less work 
for the Secretariat. 

• Benedict Chang then went through all the consequential changes to clauses 4A 
to 4F, 7C to 7F, 8A and 8B of the Constitution. 

• George Thia commented that the time limit of 28 years for the Junior Members to 
convert to Life Members may be taken negatively.  All who wish to come and 
take part in the activities of the SJIOBA should not be denied. 

• Benedict Chang replied that it was a challenge to manage the 7,548 Associate 
Members who do not wish to convert to be Life Members.  Bernard Yeo 
commented that this proposal was an effort to streamline the membership to 
better manage.   



 

 

• Simon Seow (1984) suggested keeping to just 3 categories.   He also suggested 
moving the details to rules and by-laws. 

• Gerard Nah explained that the aim is to show that it is worth converting.  The Life 
Members will enjoy benefits which the Ordinary Associate Members will not 
enjoy.  One example would be the booking of the sports facilities.  This is to 
incentivize the Ordinary Associate Members to convert to be Life Members.  
Rather than cut them away, it is still better to retain them as Ordinary Associate 
members and hopefully remain in contact with them and seek to persuade them 
to convert.  

• Ian Monterio (1984) felt that streamlining of the membership categories was 
good.  He could understand the challenge presented to the Exco.  In the past 
there were people paying different amounts.  He suggested not using the word 
“Associate”, as this may still cause confusion. 

• Gerard Nah noted the suggestion but felt that other description also may not be 
appropriate.  We had considered “Alumni member”, but this may confuse with 
“Alumni”, being just students who have graduated from the school. 

• The matter was then put to a vote. 
• For Resolution 1, to effect the changes to the membership categories, there were 

36 votes in favour and 2 against.  Resolution 1 was therefore passed. 
• For Resolution 2, to put the Junior Membership fee at S$20, there were 39 

members in favour and none against.  Resolution 2 was therefore passed. 

 

7. ANY OTHER MATTERS 
 

Lowering of Membership Fees 

 

• Benedict Chang explained that at the present moment, the membership fee of 
S$500 may prove too steep and it is difficult to persuade people to sign up.  The 
Exco have gone for various reunion dinners and are always challenged as to the 
benefit of membership for the price.  Most people would prefer that the SJIOBA 
build the value first and thereafter raise the fees once people can see the 
tangible benefits. 

• It is proposed that the membership fee be lowered to S$200. 
• For Junior Members, when they convert to Life Members, they only pay S$80.  

However, if they miss the opportunity at 28 years old, then thereafter they pay 
the full S$200. 

• Victor Olsen suggested to look at the budget and project what is the amount of 
revenue required.  He also suggested bringing the membership fee down to 
S$50.  

• Anthony Chan commented that the amount of S$200 is affordable and those 
above 21 years should be able to afford it once they start working.   

• The matter was put to a vote. 



 

 

• There were 36 votes to lowering the membership fee to S$200 and 2 votes 
against. 

• This vote would enable the new Executive Committee to reduce the membership 
fee to S$200.  

 

Survey on Name Change for the SJIOBA 

• Simon Seow explained that with girls now studying and graduating from SJI, it 
may be appropriate to change the name of the SJIOBA.  For this purpose, an 
informal survey will be carried out to propose possible new names. 

• Gerard Nah was in favour of “The Josephian Family”.  He felt that we would be 
the first alumni association with the word “Family” and this would reflect our 
mission. 

• Mark Khoo commented that there was no differentiation to indicate that this was 
an Alumni association.  

• Gerard Nah felt that our mission encompassed reaching out to the students and 
indicate to them that even before they graduate, there were already part of our 
society and part of the family. 

• Lee Choon Onn suggested keeping to the same name and not make any 
changes. 

• Mr. Tang Wing Kee sought a clarification that this was just a survey and not a 
formal vote for the name change.  Gerard Nah confirmed that this was just an 
indicative survey. 

• The members present were surveyed on their preference for a new name.  The 
results were: 

o  SJI Alumni – 13  
o The Josephian Alumni – 0 
o The Josephian Family – 12 
o Retain SJIOBA – 1 

 

Working Committee to study ways to increase more students from feeder schools entering SJI 

• Benedict Chang proposed that this meeting gives a mandate to the new SJIOBA 
Exco to form a working committee to study the issue of getting more students 
from the feeder schools into SJI. The working committee should comprise 
graduates from the Bras Basah road and Malcolm road premises.  The working 
committee will meet and study the issue and report back on proposals and 
alternatives to increase the enrolment from the feeder schools. The working 
committee will also speak with the alumni heads of the various feeder schools to 
identify the challenges and provide their recommendations. 

• This proposal was approved by the members present. 

 

The AGM ended at about 8.55 pm with Closing Prayers led by Benedict Chang.  



 

 

Prepared By: 

 

Lionel Tan 
Honorary Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


